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SUMMARY  

We report the survival of a 15-year-old girl in whom clinical rabies developed one month 
after she was bitten by a bat. Treatment included induction of coma while a native 
immune response matured; rabies vaccine was not administered. The patient was 
treated with ketamine, midazolam, ribavirin, and amantadine. Probable  drug-related 
toxic effects included hemolysis, pancreatitis, acidosis, and hepatotoxicity. Lumbar 
puncture after eight days  showed an increased level of rabies antibody, and sedation 
was tapered. Paresis and sensory denervation then resolved. The  patient was removed 
from isolation after 31 days and discharged to her home after 76 days. At nearly five 
months after her initial hospitalization, she was alert and communicative, but with 
choreoathetosis, dysarthria, and an unsteady gait.  
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